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C H A R L E S, by the grace of Firft, If any man, on the land there, God, King of England, Scotland, fhall kill another, or if any fhall fecretly France, and Ireland, Defender of or forceabl y fteal the goods of any other 
the Faith, &c. To all to whom thefe pre- to the value of forty !billings, he ihall 
fents fhall come greeting. be forthwith apprehended and arrefted, de-
Whereas the region, or country, called tained and brought prifoner into England., 
Newfoundland, hath been acquired to the and the crime committed by him fhall be 
dominion of our progenitors ; which we 1nade known to the earl marfhal of Eng-
hold, and our people have many years re- land for the time being; to whom the de-
forted to thofe parts; where, and in the linquent fhall be delivered as prifoner: and 
coafts adjoining, they employ'd themfelves the faid earl madhal fhall take cognizance 
in fifhing, whereby a great number of of the caufe ; and if he 1hall find by the 
our people have been fet on work, and tefti.mony of two witneffes, or more, that 
the navigation and mariners of our realm the party had there killed a man, not being 
hath been much encreafed. - at that time firft aifaulted by the party 
And our fubjecrs reforting thither, one flain, or that the killing were by n1if-ad-
by the ot.her, and the natives of thofe parts venture, or had Hollen fuch goodi, the 
were orderly and gently intreated, until of delinquent fuall foffer pain of death, and 
late fome of our fubjeCl:s of the realm of all tbe cotnpany fhall endeavour to appre-
England, planting then1felves in that coun- hend fuch malefaCtor. 
try, and there refiding and inhabiting, upon Secondly, That no ballafr, preftones, or 
conceit, that for wrongs or injuries done any thing elfe hurtful to the harbourers be 
there, either on the fhore or in the fea ad.. thrown out to the prejudice of the faid 
joining, they cannot be here impeached, harbours, but that it be carried afhore, 
and the rather, for that we or our progeni- and laid where it may not do annoyance. · 
tors have not hitherto given laws to the Cf'hirdly... That no perfon whatfoever, 
inhabitants there, and by that example, either fifi1ermen or inhabitants, do deftroy 
our fu~jeCts reforting thither injure one an- deface, or any way work any fpoil or de-
other, and ufe all manner of excefs to the triment to any ftage, cook-rootn, flakes, 
great hinderance of the voyage, and com- fFJikes, nails, or any thing elfe that be-
n1on dan1age of this realm. For prevent- longeth to the ftages whatfoever, either at 
ing fuch inconveniences hereafter, we do the end of the voyage, when he hath done 
hereby declare in what n1anner our people and is to depart the country, or to any fuch 
in Newfoundland, and upon the fea adjoin- ftages as he fhall fail withal at his coming 
ing, and the bays, creeks, or frelh rivers into the country, but that he or they con-
there, fhall be guided and governed ; do tent themfelves with fuch ftage or ftages 
n1ake and ordain the laws following in the only as fhall be needful for them : and that 
things after fpecified, comn1anding that for the repairing of fuch ftages, as he or 
the fame be obey'd, and put in execution. they take, they ihall fetch timber out of the 
\voods, 
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woods, and not to do it with the ruining or 
tearing down of other ftages. 
Fourthly, That according to the ancient 
cufton1 every fhip or fifher that firft en-
treth a harbour, in behalf of the !hip, be 
adtniral of the faid harbour ; wherein, for 
the ti tne being, he fhall referve on] y fo 
much beach and flakes, or both, as is need-
ful for the nutnbtr of boats that he fhall 
ufe, with an overplus only for one boat 
more than he needeth, as a privilege for his 
fi rft coming. 
And that every fl1ip coming after con-
tent hitnfelf with what he !hall have necef-
£try ufe for, without keeping or detaining 
any more to the peej udice of others next 
con11ng. 
And that any that are poffefs'd of feve .. 
ral places in feveral harbours, with intent 
to keep them alJ, before they can refol ve 
. upon which of them to choofe, fl1all be 
bound to refolve and fend advice to fuch 
afrer-con1ers in thofe p1a.ces as expect his 
refolution, and that within forty eight hours, 
if the weather fo ferve, that the faid after ... 
comers tnay likewife chufe their places, and 
fo none receive prejudice by others delays. 
Fifthly, That no perfon cut out, de-
f:lce, or any way alter, or change the 
1narks of any boats or train-fats, where-
by to defraud the right owners : and 
that no perfon convert to his own ufe the 
faid boats or train-fats fo belonging to 
others, without their confents; nor ren1ove, 
nor take them from the places, where they 
be left by the owners, except in cafe of 
neceffity, and then to give notice thereof to 
the admiral and others, whereby the right 
O\vners n1ay know what is become of them. 
Sixthfy, That no perf on do diminifh, take 
away, purloin, or fteal any of the fifh, or 
train, or fa1t, which is put in cafks, train-
fats, or cook-room, or other houfe in any 
of the harbours or fifhing-places of the 
country, or any other provifion belonging 
to the fiihing trade, or to the fhips. 
Seventhly, That no perfon fet fire in any 
of the woods of the country, or work any 
detriment or deftruB:ion to the fame, by 
rinding of the trees, either for the feeling 
of fhips holds, or for rooms on fhore, or 
for any other ufes, except for the cover-
ing of the roofs for cook-rooms to drefs 
their meat in, and thefe rootns not to ex .. 
tend above fix teen foot in length at the moft. 
Eighthly, That no man caft anchor, or 
aught elfe hurtful, which may breed annoy-
ance, or hinder the haling of feanes for 
baite in places accuftoLned thereunto. 
Ninthly, That no perfon rob the nets of 
6thers out of any drifr, boat, or drover, for 
bait by night, nor take away any bait out 
of their fifhing-boats by their fhips fides, 
nor rob or fteal any of their nets, or any 
part thereof. 
'roL. II. 
rtenthly, Th~t no perfon do fet up any 
tavern for felling of wine, beer, or ftrong 
waters, cycler, or tobacco, to entertain the 
fifhennen, becaufe it is found that by fuch 
means they are debauched, neglecting their 
labours, and poor ill.governed n1en, not 
only fpend moft part of their fhares before 
they come home, upon which the life and 
n1aintenance of their wife and children de-
pendeth, but are likewife hurtful in divers 
other ways, as by negleCting and making 
themfelves unfit for their labour, by pur-
loining and ftealing from their owners, and 
by making unlawful 1hifts to fi1pply their 
diforders, &c. which diforders they fre-
quently follow fince thefe occafions have 
prefented thetnfelves. 
La:ftly, That upon the Su11days the com-
pany affen1ble in meet places, and have 
divine fervice to be faid by iome of the 
mafters of the fhips, or fome others, which 
prayers ihall be fuch as are in the book of 
Comn1on Prayer. 
And becaufe that fpeedy punifhment may 
be inflicted upon the offenders againft thofe 
laws and conftitutions, 
We do ordain that every of the mayors 
of Southampton, Weymouth, and Me/comb-
Regis, Lynne,Plymouth, Dartmouth, Eftlow, 
Foye, and Baniflable, for the time being, 
may take cognizance of alJ complaints 
· n1ade by any offender againft any of thefe 
ordinances upon the land, and by oath of 
witneffes, examine the truth thereof, award 
an1ends to the parties grieved, and punifu 
the delinquents by fine and imprifonn1ent, 
or either of them, and of their goods found 
in the p:-trts of Newfoundland, or in the fea, 
caufe fatisfaB:ion thereof to be rnade by 
warran~s under their hands and feals. 
And the vice~admirals in our counties of 
Soutba1npJfin, Dorfet, Devon, and Cornwal, 
upon complaint made of any of the pre---
miifes committed upon the fea, fhall 
fpeedily and effeC1:ua1ly proceed againft the 
offenders. 
Alfo we will and ·ordain, that thefe 
laws and ordinances, fhall ftand in force, 
and be put in due execution, until we 1hall 
otherwife provide and ordain. 
And we do require the admiral in every 
harbour in this next feafon enfuing, calling 
together fuch as £hall be in that harbour, 
publickly to proclaim thefe prefents. 
And that they alfo proclaim the fame on 
the fhore. 
In witnefs whereof, we have caufed thefe 
our letters to be tnade patents. Witnefs 
ourfelf at Weftminfler, the 10th day of Fe-
bruary, in the ninth year of our reign. 
WILLY S. 
God [ave the K 1 N G. 
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